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ABSTRACT

This case report describes the management of maxillary arch spacing due to congenital
absence of lateral incisors along with anterior proclination in a patient with esthetic
concerns. The treatment encompassed fixed orthodontic procedure for proclination
correction including canine substitution by the conversion of right maxillary canine to
lateral incisor with restorative approach and the right first bicuspid was used as cuspid.
On the left side, maxillary cuspid was converted to lateral incisor with prosthetic crown
and bridge that involved interdisciplinary treatment modality.
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INTRODUCTION

Congenital absence of maxillary or mandibular lateral incisors
is an occasional problem encountered by orthodontists
and general dentists in their clinical practice. Treatment
modalities such as canine substitution,!*! fixed prosthesis,
or implant-supported artificial teeth™ have been advocated
in these situations. However, these approaches can be applied
directly in the dentition with ideal occlusal relationship. In
spite of congenital absence of lateral incisors, patients exhibit
proclination of maxillary and mandibular anteriors with
spaced malocclusion. In such a case, orthodontic treatment
should be advocated, followed by integrated restorative or
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prosthetic treatment plan to achieve an esthetic smile with
an interdisciplinary approach. Studies have reported that
the success of the outcome depends on several factors,
including the selection of patient, severity of malocclusion,
and appropriate treatment planning.*! This case report
highlights the interdisciplinary approach for treating a
patient with multiple congenitally missing teeth.

CASE REPORT

A 15-year-old girl presented with a chief complaint of her upper
front teeth placed forward along with spacing. The patient was
highly esthetically concerned about the proclination as well as
the spacing in the upper front teeth region which handicapped
her smile. Clinical examination revealed missing maxillary
right and left lateral incisors and single mandibular incisor.
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